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Chapter 1 


Introduction to Islam 
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What Does ‘Islam’ Mean? 


“Islam” is an Arabic term which means to submit one’s will to the will of God. Islam is a 
monotheistic religion that teaches that there is only one divine being, one supreme 
Creator of the universe. Muslims believe that Islam is the true religion of God revealed 
to humanity. It is a universal religion that can be practiced by anyone at any time and in 
every place. The central concept of this way of life is total submission to God. 

Islam is a complete, holistic way of living that covers every aspect of life. Islam leaves 
no stone unturned as it teaches mankind on how to behave in every area of life: 
individual, social, material, moral, ethical, legal, cultural, political, economical, and 
global. 
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What is a Muslim? 

A Muslim is anyone who submits their will to the one and only true God who is worthy of 
worship, “Allah” (God). A Muslim also believes in the Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) as the last and final prophet of God. By submitting oneself and worshiping 
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Allah (God), a Muslim attains peace through obedience to his commandments. Peace is 
a natural result of submitting to the will of Allah. 

For a person to become a Muslim and accept Islam as their faith, they must say and 
believe in the following phrase: 

M ^ V! V 

La ilaha ilia Allah. Muhammad rasool Allah 

This sentence literally means “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His 
messenger.” The sentence also means “There is none worthy of worship except Allah, 
and Muhammad is His messenger.” The moment a person says this phrase and begins 
to act upon it they become a Muslim. 


Who is Allah? 


Allah is the name God Almighty has given Himself as is mentioned many times in the 
Holy Quran. 

Say: He is Allah, (the) One; Allah, the Eternal; He did not 
beget (give birth) and He was not begotten (given birth to); 
And there has never been anyone equal to Him. 

Qu'ran, Chapter 112, Verses 1 - 4 

Muslims believe He has no partners in divinity, which includes having no son, and 
nothing in the universe is similar to Him. Muslims believe that Allah is the Originator and 
Sustainer of the universe and that he created human beings for only one purpose: to 
worship Him alone. 

To worship anything besides Allah is considered a grave sin. The reward for worshiping 
Him alone and following his path is goodness in this world and Paradise in the next. 


“Truly, Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous 
good deeds to Gardens underneath which rivers flow (in 
Paradise), wherein they will be adorned with bracelets of 
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gold and pearls and their garments therein will be of silk.” 

Qur'an, Chapter 22, Verse 23 

The Holy Quran 


A core belief taught in Islam is that human beings are unique from among God’s 
creation. We have the ability to think freely and choose to behave in any way we wish. 
In order to communicate and guide mankind, Allah sends Prophets and Messengers 
with scriptures to teach mankind about the true message. 

Muslims believe that many scriptures have been revealed to mankind in the past. They 
include the Torah sent to Moses, the Psalms sent to David, and the Gospel sent to 
Jesus Christ (peace be upon them all). 



The Holy Qur’an is the last revelation from Allah sent to all of mankind and it was 
revealed to his final messenger, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 


Muslims believe that Islam is not a new religion, but rather a continuation and 
completion of the message revealed to the Prophets of the past. Allah teaches in the 
Quran: 
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Say (O Muhammad (S.A.W) (Peace Be Upon Him): “We 
believe in Allah and in what has been sent down to us, 
and what was sent down to Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail, 
Ishaq (Isaac), Ya’qub (Jacob) and Al-Asbat [the twelve 
sons of Ya’qub (Jacob)] and what was given to Musa 
(Moses), ‘Isa (Jesus) and the Prophets from their Lord. 
We make no distinction between one another among them 
and to Him (Allah) we have submitted (in Islam). 

Quran, Chapter 3, Verse 84 

And in another verse Allah tells us that Islam is the final message for mankind: 

“This day have I (Allah) perfected your religion for you, 
completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you 

Islam as your religion”. 

Quran, Chapter 5, Verse 3 

The Holy Qur’an contains 114 chapters and it was revealed over 1,400 years ago to 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 

Muslims believe that it is the verbatim word of Allah; it has not been tampered, edited, 
or changed in any way throughout those years. The Qur’an we have today is the same 
Qur’an that was originally revealed to Muhammad (peace be upon him). This scripture 
covers the major themes of life such as piety, worship, belief, morals, good deeds, sins, 
death, the afterlife, and much more. 

Who is Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH)? 


From the beginning of mankind until the present day Allah has sent a Prophet to every 
nation to guide them to the truth. They were sent to teach their people to worship God 
alone and not to ascribe any divine partners to Him. 

The names of these Prophets may sound familiar to you. They include Adam, Nuh 
(Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail, Ishaq (Isaac), Yaqub (Jacob), Jesus, Muhammad, 
and many others (peace be upon them all). 
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Muslims believe Jesus to be a Prophet of God rather than a divine being or son. We will 
cover this difference in faith between the Muslims and Christians in a future guide. 

This chain of prophet hood began with Adam (A.S) and ended with Muhammad (peace 
be upon him), the final Prophet of Allah. 

He was born in Makkah in the year 570, about six centuries after Jesus. He grew up to 
be known as an honest and truthful person throughout the city. When he reached the 
age of 40 he was chosen to be a Prophet of Allah. 

He was chosen at a time when mankind had turned away from the original message of 
Islam that the previous Prophets had come with. Muslims believe the Gospel, Torah, 
and other scriptures were distorted by people after their Prophets had passed away. 

Allah sent the archangel Gabriel to reveal the Qur’an to Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) to spread the correct, unadulterated teachings of Islam to the four corners of the 
globe. Allah gave Muhammad (peace be upon him) the ability to carry on the message 
successfully and today 1.6 billion believe in this faith. They are grateful for the blessing 
of calling themselves Muslim. 
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Chapter 2 


The 5 Pillars of Islam 
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What are the 5 Pillars? 

The religion of Islam stands on five pillars. It is recorded that the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon) said: 


“Islam has been built on five [pillars]: testifying that there is 
no deity worthy of worship except Allah and that 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing the 
salah (prayer), paying the zakat (obligatory charity), 
making the hajj (pilgrimage) to the House, and fasting in 

Ramadan.” Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 
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1. Belief in One God and the Testimony of Faith 
(Tawheed). 

Tawheed (pronounced tow-heed) is an Arabic term which refers to the unique belief in 
the oneness of God. It is Islam’s concept of monotheism in which the religion’s core 
tenets are built upon. 

It refers to the belief that there is only one divine being that is worthy of worship - Allah. 
When Muslims mention the name of Allah, they are calling out to the one true God of 
the universe. 

Tawheed is the first and the most important pillar of the five pillars of Islam. Believing 
and acting on this pillar is the key to entering Islam. In order to become a Muslim and 
enter into the fold of Islam a person must pronounce the testimony of faith, 
or shahada in Arabic. The testimony of faith is a single statement: 

ft! ^ ft! V! 4 V 

“Laa ilaha ilia Allah Muhammad Rasoolullah” 

This sentence means “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger.” 

It means to admit and to believe that none deserves to be worshipped except Allah, and 
Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger. The entirety of the religion and all of its teachings is 
built upon the foundation of this belief in God. 

The testimony of faith (shahada) is the most important thing in the life of a Muslim. The 
words “La ilaha illAllah” are announced during the call to prayer and in sermons. It is the 
phrase by which the earth and heavens were raised. Every single creation was created 
for this phrase. This is the phrase which distinguishes between a Muslim and a person 
of another faith. 

There are two parts of the first half of the testimony of faith. Let’s break it down: 

Part 1: 


ft! Vi 4 V 

“Laa ilaha ilia Allah” 
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“Laa ilaha ilia Allah” which means “there is no god but Allah” or “none has the right to be 
worshipped except Allah.” This part of the testimony nullifies all forms of worshipping 
anyone or anything other than Allah. Worshipping other divine beings is considered to 
be a grave sin in Islam. 

With this phrase, you are affirming that Allah alone is the Creator, Ruler, and Sustainer 
of all things, and He alone is deserving of our worship. 

Part 2: 

“Muhammad Rasoolullah” 

The second half of the testimony of faith means “Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah.” To believe in this statement is to bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allah. It also means to follow what he says, obey him in what he orders us to do, to 
stay away from what he forbids, and to worship Allah only in ways that were legislated. 


You also believe that Allah sent his Messenger (peace be upon him), revealed the 
Qur’an to him, and commanded him to call the people to Tawheed (belief in the 
oneness of God). 



2. Prayer (Salah) 


The prayer is the second most important pillar in Islam, and it is the first thing that a 
person will be held accountable for on the Day of Judgment. 

If the person’s prayer is good, then that person will be successful. But if the person’s 
prayer is incorrect in some way, then that person will have achieved failure. There are 
five obligatory prayers that every sane adult Muslim has to observe every day. Allah 
tells us about these prayers in the Qur’an: 

Guard strictly (five obligatory) the prayers especially the 
middle prayer (i.e. Asr). And stand before Allah with 

Obedience. Qur'an - Chapter 2, Verse 238 
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The five daily prayers are: 

• Fajr (early morning, before dawn) 

• Duhr (mid-day, just after noon) 

• ‘Asr (midafternoon) 

• Maghrib (just after sunset) 

• Isha (at night, after dark has fallen) 



The prayer is the link between a person and Allah. It is an intimate relationship a person 
has with His Creator and it should be performed to the best of one’s ability. 

One of the many things that Islam is known for is the brotherhood and sisterhood 
between Muslims. One of ways this feeling of belonging is achieved is through the 
prayer in congregation. 


3. Giving Wealth to Zakat 

Zakat is the third pillar of Islam. It is a specified portion of a Muslim’s wealth that is 
given to those in need. It is the amount given once a year to support specific categories 
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of people. The amount is about 2.5% of total wealth which includes the following asset 
classes: 

• Gold and silver 

• Precious metals 

• Stocks and shares 

• Real estate 

• Cash 

• Agricultural livestock 

These are the most common asset classes for which Zakat is paid from. 

The linguistic meaning of zakat is “that which purifies.” It is considered to be a way for 
Muslims to purify their wealth and income. Similar to how the prayer (salah) purifies a 
person’s soul, zakat purifies your assets and earns you the pleasure of Allah because 
your wealth is distributed to those in need. 

Allah has enjoined upon the Muslims zakat which is taken from those who have wealth 
and given to those in need. 


And establish prayer 
and give zakah and 
bow with those who 
bow [in worship and 
obedience]. 99 

QUR’AN - CHAPTER 2, VERSE 43 


Zakat is only obligatory for Muslims who have reached puberty (i.e. they are adults), are 
mentally stable, and are financially capable. Furthermore, the amount of wealth a 
person has must reach a certain threshold known as the nisaab. The nisaab is a 
minimum amount of wealth a person must have before zakat becomes due upon them. 
The wealth should be in their possession for one year. 
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This pillar of Islam is not required for those who do not meet the criteria above. For 
example, if you are a university student with plenty of debt, a father who lives paycheck 
to paycheck, or a person whose wealth has not reached the nisaab (minimum amount) 
then zakat is not required for you to pay. 

We hope to cover the pillar of Zakat in greater detail in a future guide. What we have 
covered in this chapter so far is only an introduction. 



4. Fasting in the month of Ramadan 


Fasting in the month of Ramadan is the fourth pillar of Islam. It refers to the practice of 
abstaining from eating food, drinking liquids, and having intercourse from the break of 
dawn until sunset. 

Similar to the pillars that have been mentioned already, fasting is obligatory upon every 
sane, adult Muslim, male and female alike. 



Allah has enjoined upon the Muslims to fast for one month of the year in order to 
strengthen our faith, piety and God consciousness. 

This involves avoiding that which Allah has forbidden, practicing patience throughout 
the day, bringing our desires under control, competing in generosity through charity, and 
demonstrating co-operation and mutual compassion. Allah says in the Qur’an: 
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O you who believe! Observing the fast is prescribed for 
you as it was prescribed for those before you, that you 

may become pious. 

Qur'an - Chapter 2, Verse 183 

The month of Ramadan is a great month as it was the period in which Allah revealed 
the Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The reward for good deeds, 
acts of charity and acts of worship are multiplied in this month. 

5 . Hajj - The Pilgrimage to Makkah 


The fifth and final pillar of Islam is to perform the hajj, the pilgrimage to Makkah. Every 
year millions of Muslims make their way to the Kaba, the Sacred House of Allah in 
Makkah to perform the pilgrimage. 

It is one of the most significant forms of worship in Islam and it demonstrates unity 
among the Muslims. 

This action is required from every Muslim to perform at least once in their lifetime if they 
are physically and financially capable. It is a deed that requires much time and energy 
from a person which is why it is required to be done only once in a lifetime. 

The reward for performing hajj is great. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
said concerning the reward of hajj: 

“He who performs Hajj seeking Allah’s pleasure and 
avoids all lewdness and sins (therein) will return after Hajj 
free from all sins, just as he was on the day his mother 
gave birth to him. 

” Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 
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Chapter 3 


The 6 Pillars of Faith 
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What are the 6 Pillars? 


Faith in Islam stands on six pillars and this was taught to the Muslims in a famous narration of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him). He said: 

Faith means to believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, the Last Day, and the Divine Decree, both 
good and bad. 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 


FIRST PILLAR 

BELIEF IN ALLAH 
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FIFTH PILLAR 

BELIEF IN LAST DAY 



BELIEF IN DIVINE DEGREE 



1. Belief in Allah 


The scholars of Islam have written extensively about this topic as it is the most important thing 
for a Muslim to know. Belief in Allah is the foundation for which a Muslim’s faith is built upon. 
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It is to believe that Allah is the only Creator, Sustainer, King, and Planner of everything in 
existence. 

O mankind! Remember the Grace of Allah upon you! Is 
there any creator other than Allah who provides for you 
from the sky (rain) and the earth? None has the right to be 
worshipped but He. How then are you turning away (from 
Him)? 

Qur'an Chapter 35, Verse 3 


Muslims believe that all of mankind was created to dedicate worship for Allah alone. Muslims 
believe everything else that is worshiped other than Him is falsely worshiped. 

Set not up with Allah any other god, (O man)!, or you will 
sit down reproved, forsaken. 

Qur'an Chapter 17, Verse 22 

This means to believe in Allah and in His Attributes in the way that is taught within the Qur’an 
and the Sunnah (teachings of Prophet Muhammad). A Muslim believes that Allah possesses 
Names and Attributes that only belong to Him. There is nothing in existence that is similar to 
Him. 

There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Seer. 

Qur’an Chapter 42, Verse 11 


2. Belief in the Angels 


Angels are from the world of the unseen. They were created to obey the commands of Allah and 
they never transgress His laws or commands. Here is the description of the Angels with verses 
from the Qur’an: 
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Who disobey not, (from executing) the commands they 
receive from Allah, but do that which they are 

commanded. 

Qur’an - Chapter 66, Verse 6 

They speak not until He has spoken, and they act on His 

command. 

Qur’an - Chapter 21, Verses 27 

And those who are near Him (i.e. the angels) are not too 
proud to worship Him, nor are they weary (of His worship). 
They (i.e. the angels) glorify His praises night and day, 
(and) they never slacken (to do so). 

Qur’an - Chapter 21, Verses 19-20 

It is upon the Muslim to believe that the angels exist, that they are the creation of Allah, and that 
some of them have been given names. Some of these names are Jibreel (Gabriel), Mikail, 

Israfeel, and Malik. 

Muslims also believe in the attributes of the angels that have been described within the Qur’an 
and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). For example, it is taught that the 
Angels were created from light and that the angel Jibreel (Gabriel) has six hundred wings. 

The angels have been appointed to perform certain tasks. Here are some examples: 

• Jibreel has been given the duty to deliver the revelations to all the messengers. 

• Malik who has been appointed and entrusted with Hell. 

• Ridwan who was entrusted with Paradise. 

• Israfeel has been entrusted with blowing the Trumpet which signals the beginning of the Day 
of Judgement. 

It is very important for Muslims to believe that every human being has two angels with him who 
records all of their deeds in a book, regardless of whether they are good deeds or sins. 

(Remember) that the two receivers (recording angels) 
receive (each human being), one sitting on the right and 
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one on the left (to note his or her actions). Not a word 
does he (or she) utter but there is a watcher by him ready 

(to record it). 

Qur'an - Chapter 50, Verses 17-18 


3. Belief in the Revealed Scriptures 


In Islam it is a part of faith to believe all the books that were revealed to the messengers. There 
have been many scriptures revealed throughout the history of mankind. Allah tells us about a few 
of the names of the scriptures in the Qur’an. 

They include the Torah which was sent to Moses, the Gospel which was sent to Jesus, the Psalms 
(Zaboor) which was sent to David, the scriptures of Ibrahim (Abraham), and the Qur’an itself 
which was sent to Muhammad (peace be upon them all). 

It is He Who has sent down the Book (the Qur’an) to you 
(Muhammad) with truth, confirming what came before it. 
And He sent down the Torah and the Gospel. 

Qur'an Chapter 3, Verse 3 

Allah says in another verse: 

...and to David We gave the Psalms (Zaboor). 

Qur'an Chapter 17, Verse 55 
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THE BOOKS 


PSALMS - DAVID 


TORAH - MOSES 



It is obligatory for Muslims to believe in all the Books which Allah has revealed and in all the 
Prophets and Messengers whom Allah has sent. 

O you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger 
(Muhammad), and the Book (the Qur’an) which He has 
sent down to His Messenger, and the Scripture Which He 
sent down to those before (him); and whosoever 
disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers, and the Last Day, then indeed he has 

strayed far away. 

Qur'an - Chapter 4, Verse 136 

Believing in the books that were revealed to the Messengers includes believing that they were 
revealed by Allah. These scriptures were revealed to mankind in different ways. For example, 
Muslims believe that the Qur’an was revealed by Allah to Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
through the angel Jibreel (Gabriel). 


26 | Page 






SAQIB IMRAN 


WHATSAPP NO 


+92-341-7549889 


It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak 
to him unless (it be) by Revelation, or from behind a veil, 
or (that) He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by 
His permission. Verily, He is Most High, Most Wise. 

Qur'an - Chapter 42, Verse 51 

It is important to understand that one of the reasons Allah revealed the Qur’an to mankind was to 
confirm the books of revelation that came before it. 

And We have sent down to you (O Muhammad) the Book 
(this Qur’an) in truth, confirming the Scripture that came 
before it and watcher over it (determining what is true 
therein). So judge between them by what Allah has 
revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging away 
from the truth that has come to you. To each among you, 
We have prescribed a law and a clear way. If Allah willed, 
He would have made you one nation, but that (He) may 
test you in what He has given you; so strive as in a race in 
good deeds. The return of you (all) is to Allah; then He will 
inform you about that in which you used to differ. 

Qur'an - Chapter 5, Verse 48 

4. Belief in the Messengers 


It is upon the Muslim to believe in all the messengers that were sent. Among the messengers that 
were sent are those that have been told to us, ones we know by name, and those that were not 
mentioned. 

And [We sent] messengers about whom We have related 
[their stories] to you before and messengers about whom 
We have not mentioned to you. And to Musa (Moses) 

Allah spoke directly. 
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Qur'an - Chapter 4, Verse 164 

There are 25 messengers who have been mentioned by name in the Qur’an. They include: Adam, 
Idrees, Nooh (Noah), Hood, Salih, Ibrahim (Abraham), Lut (Lot), Ismail, Ishaq (Isaac), Ya’qoob 
(Jacob), Yusuf (Joseph), Shu’ayb, Ayoob (Job), DhuT-Kifl, Moosa (Moses), Haroon (Aaron), 
Dawood (David), Sulaymaan (Solomon), Ilyaas (Elias), al-Yasa’, Yunus (Jonah), Zakaria, 
Yahya, ‘Isa (Jesus) and Muhammad - blessings and peace be upon them all. 

Prophets and messengers were chosen by Allah, and were sent to every nation throughout the 
history of mankind. 

Muslims believe they were commanded to call the people to worship only one God - Allah, 
without associating any partners with Him. They were also commanded to warn those who 
disbelieved about the punishment of Hell, and to give glad tidings to those who believed about 
the reward of Paradise. 

And verily, we have sent into every nation a Messenger 
(proclaiming): ‘Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or keep 
away from) all false deities. Then of them were some 
whom Allah guided and of them were some upon whom 
the straying was justified. So travel through the land and 
see what was the end of those who denied. 

Qur'an Chapter 16, Verse 36 

Some of the prophets and messengers have been given a higher status than the others. Five 
messengers in particular were given the special title of the Messengers of Strong Will. 

They were the best messengers of Allah sent throughout history. They are Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad who was the best of all messengers (peace be upon them all). 
Every messenger before him was sent to a specific nation. As for Muhammad (peace be upon 
him), he was the final Prophet and was sent to all of mankind. 
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Allah chose the prophets and messengers as the best of examples to their nations. Allah bestowed 
upon them knowledge, understanding, guidance, miracles, protection from falling into sin, and 
honour. 


29 | P a g e 






SAQIB IMRAN 


WHATSAPP NO 


+92-341-7549889 


They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their 

guidance. 

Qur'an - Chapter 6, Verse 90 

As for Muhammad (peace be upon him) he was given more blessings than the prophets and 
messengers who came before him. The biggest blessing was to be given the final scripture 
(Qur’an) and be the last messenger sent to mankind. 

5. Belief in the Last Day 


The Day of Judgment is the day when Allah judge’s mankind for their deeds. Every human being 
will be resurrected from their graves and will be given their book of deeds - both good and bad. 
They will regret the sins they committed as well as the good deeds they had missed. 

(Then) a person will know what he has sent forward and 
(what he has) left behind (of good or bad deeds). 

Qur'an - Chapter 82, Verse 5 

Believing in the Last Day includes the belief of the punishment and bliss of the grave, belief in 
the resurrection, belief in the judgment of the scales which will balance your deeds, and belief in 
Paradise and Hell. 

The concept of resurrection may seem far-fetched to some. The Qur’an addresses this issue in 
many of its verses. Here is one of these passages: 
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...And they will say, 
Who shall bring us back 
(to life)?" Say, "He Who 
created you first!....'" 


QUR'AN 17:51 



6. Belief in Divine Decree (Al-Qadar) 


Al-Qadar is what Allah decrees for every single creation based on what has preceded in 
terms of His Knowledge and in accordance with His Wisdom. Belief in this pillar is to 
believe that everything that happens, good or bad, happens only according to Allah’s 
divine decree. 

Zaid ibn Thabit, a Companion of the Prophet (peace be upon him), once said: 

‘I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) say: “If Allah were to punish the 
inhabitants of His heavens and of His earth, he would do so and He would not be unjust 
towards them. And if He were to have mercy on them, His mercy would be better for 
them than their own deeds. If you had the equivalent of Mount Uhud (a mountain near 
Madinah) which you spent in the cause of Allah, that would not be accepted from you 
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until you believed in the Divine Decree and you know that whatever has befallen you, 
could not have passed you by; and whatever has passed you by, could not have 
befallen you; and that if you were to die believing anything other than this, you would 
enter Hell.” 


Whatever of good reaches you, is from Allah, but whatever 
of evil befalls you, is from yourself. And We have sent you 
[O Muhammad], to the people as a messenger, and 
sufficient is Allah as Witness. 

Qur'an - Chapter 4, Verse 79 
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Chapter 4 


Story of Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace Be Upon Him) 
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Introduction 


Trying to summarize the life and legacy of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) in 
this short guide will not do him justice. We hope to dedicate a future guide entirely to 
him. 

However, we will try give you a short peek into his life by focusing on the major phases 
throughout his biography. This will include the phase of his life before he became a 
Prophet, the 13 years he spent in Makkah, the 10 years he spent in Madinah, and the 
end of his life. 


Life Before Prophet hood 


Muhammad (peace be upon him) was born during the year 570 according to the 
Gregorian calendar in the city of Makkah. He was an orphan as his father passed away 
before he was born. 

When he was six years old he embarked on a journey with his mother Aminah to a 
different city called Madinah to visit his maternal uncles. On their way back to Makkah 
his mother passed away in a city known as al-Abwaa. Both of his parents were gone 
before his 7th birthday. 

Soon afterwards his grandfather Abd al-Muttalib became his guardian. However, just a 
few short years later his grandfather also passed away when Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) was eight years old. 

Before reaching the age of 10 his mother, father, and grandfather were no longer in his 
life. He was deprived of parental love at a very young age. 

After their passing Muhammad (peace be upon him) was raised by his paternal uncle, 
Abu Talib. His uncle was a respected community leader in Makkah. Abu Talib became 
his new guardian, treated him with care, compassion, and helped him grow into a fine 
young man. 

As Muhammad (peace be upon him) was growing into a young adult the community 
started to take notice of him. He built a good reputation for himself as he would tend 
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sheep for the people of Makkah, safeguard their possessions, speak the truth, be 
reserved in his demeanor, and use sound judgement. 

Well before prophethood he was the best of his people in character and in attitude. He 
was known for being generous, patient, truthful, and sincere. The people of Makkah 
admired his noble character and gave him the title al-Ameen (the trustworthy). 

He later found employment with a successful merchant in Makkah by the name of 
Khadija. She had a reputation for being a savvy businessperson. He became one of 
Khadija’s agents and would travel on behalf of her to do business in Syria. Khadija was 
very impressed with his good character, honesty, and sincerity. 

Khadija would eventually take an interest in him, and not long after the two would get 
married. Muhammad (peace be upon him) married Khadija at the age of 25. 
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1. THE FATHER OF MUHAMMAD PASSES 


AWAY BEFORE HIS BIRTH 




2. THE MOTHER PASSES AWAY WHEN 


HE IS 6 YEARS OLD 




3. GRANDFATHER PASSES AWAY 


WHEN HE IS 8 YEARS OLD 




4. MUHAMMAD IS RAISED BY HIS UNCLE 


ABU TALIB 



5. HE MARRIES KHADIJA AT THE ACE 


OF 25 
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Being Chosen as a Prophet of Allah 


Muhammad (peace be upon him) received his first revelation while in a cave called Hira 
on the outskirts of Makkah. This cave was a place where he used to go to regularly for 
spiritual retreats and to perform worship. One day during one of his retreats in the year 
610, at the time he was 40 years old, the angel Jibreel (Gabriel) suddenly appeared 
before him. 

The angel came to him and asked him to read. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 
replied, “I do not know how to read.” The Prophet (peace be upon him) added, “The 
angel caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it any more. 
He then released me and again asked me to read and I replied, ‘I do not know how to 
read.’ Thereupon he caught me again and pressed me a second time till I could not 
bear it any more. He then released me and again asked me to read but again I replied, 

‘I do not know how to read (or what shall I read)?’ Thereupon he caught me for the third 
time and pressed me, and then released me and said, 

Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that 
exists). He has created man from a clot (a piece of thick 
coagulated blood). Read! And your Lord is the Most 
Generous. 

Qur'an Chapter 96, Verses 1-3 

This event was the beginning of revelation, and it was also the moment Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) became a Prophet of Allah. 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) left the cave and hurried home. His heart was 
pounding in fear of what he just experienced. He immediately went to his wife Khadija 
and explained what happened to him in the cave of Hira saying “I feared for myself”. 
After hearing this she calmed him down and said: 

“By Allah, Allah will never forsake you, for you uphold the ties of kinship, help the weak, 
honour your guests, give in charity and help when someone is stricken with calamity.” 

Khadija would become the first person to accept Islam. 

Not long afterwards Khadija took Muhammad (peace be upon him) to go see her cousin 
Waraqah ibn Nawfal who was a Christian. When Waraqah was told the news of the 
incident in the cave of Hira he gave Muhammad an explanation. Waraqah told him that 
the angel he met was the same angel who Allah had sent to Musa (Moses) with 
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revelation. Muhammad had now become a Prophet of Allah and like the Prophets of the 
past, it was his duty to guide the people to the truth. Waraqah told Muhammad to be 
patient because some of the people of Makkah would deny the message of Islam and 
persecute him. 



Time in Makkah 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) stayed in Makkah for 13 years calling to monotheism: 
worshiping Allah alone without any partner. He started to call people to the religion in 
secret with a small group of people. 

This group of people were very close to him which included relatives from within 
Quraysh, the clan the Prophet’s family is from. He later started to call large groups of 
people to embrace Islam, believe in one God, and believe in him as a Prophet. 

Only a small number of Muslims believed in his message in the early years of 
Prophethood and those who believed were prosecuted by the people of Makkah. Some 
were tortured and others were killed. Many of the people who were plotting to harm the 
Muslims included members from within the Quraysh. 

To help keep the Muslims away from further prosecution Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) later commanded some of the Muslims to migrate to Abyssinia (modern day Eritrea 
and the northern half of Ethiopia). The King of Abyssinia allowed the migrant Muslims to 
stay within his lands where they were safe from being harmed. 
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In the year 619 the Prophet’s uncle Abu Talib passed away. This was a significant loss 
for Muhammad (peace be upon him) because this man had raised him after the death of 
his parents. He was also a widely respected community leader who defended the 
Prophet from the persecution of the Quraysh. Now that his protector Abu Talib was no 
longer around the persecution in Makkah increased and intensified. 

That same year his beloved wife Khadija passed away as well. This year in the 
Prophet’s life became known as the Year of Sorrow because of the losses of two 
beloved people. 

Despite the hatred shown from some of the people of Makkah during those 13 years, 
the number of Muslims increased and Islam was growing. Allah continued to send 
Jibreel to reveal more verses of the Quran to Muhammad (peace be upon him). The 
Prophet would then teach these verses to the early Muslims. 

At the end of those 13 years it was time for Muhammad (peace be upon him) to leave 
Makkah and find a new home for the Muslims. 


Migrating from Makkah to Madinah (Hijrah) 

The Companions of Muhammad (peace be upon him), the early Muslims, were 
commanded to migrate to the city of Madinah. Some were prevented and were not able 
to migrate and others migrated in groups. All that was left of the Muslims in Makkah was 
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the Prophet himself and two of his companions: his close friend Abu Bakr and his 
cousin Ali. 

The Quraysh plotted to kill Muhammad (peace be upon him) after realizing his 
Companions had migrated to Madinah. The Quraysh feared he would migrate as well 
and the religion of Islam would spread to other parts of the world. Muhammad (peace 
be upon him) was informed by angel Jibreel about the murder plot. With this critical 
piece of information he made a plan with his two companions to leave the city of 
Makkah safely. 

The night before leaving Makkah to migrate to Madinah, the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) slept at Abu Bakr’s house instead of his own home. He also told his cousin Ali to 
sleep in his bed that same night and trick the Quraysh into thinking that he was unaware 
of the murder plot. 

When nightfall arrived a few members from the Quraysh lied in wait outside the house 
of the Prophet (peace be upon him), waiting for him to come out so they could kill him. 
Their plot was foiled when they realized that Muhammad was already gone. They were 
caught off-guard and the person they wished to kill had escaped. 

Allah had saved Muhammad from the wicked plot of these people and revealed these 
verses: 

And (remember) when the disbelievers plotted against you 
(O Muhammad) to imprison you, or to kill you, or to get 
you out (from your home, i.e. Makkah); they were plotting 
and Allah too was plotting; and Allah is the Best of those 

who plot 

Qur'an - Chapter 8, Verse 30 

Soon afterwards the Prophet (peace be upon him) and Abu Bakr used this opportunity 
to leave Makkah and make their way to Madinah. Ali would follow suit and make his way 
to the new city shortly thereafter. This major event in Islamic history became known as 
the Hijrah and also marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar. 
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Time in Madinah 


There were many Muslims already living in Madinah before the migration occurred. 
During the Prophet’s arrival to the city the Muslims who lived there were very joyful. 
Many were proclaiming “Allahu Akbar” (God is Great) out of happiness. Men, women, 
and children were coming out of their homes to meet him. 

When he first arrived at the city he built the first mosque in the history of Islam at a town 
called Quba, located on the outskirts of Madinah. He also built a second mosque within 
Madinah. 

At the time the Muslims would always face Jerusalem when they performed their 
prayers. Soon afterwards the direction of prayer was changed to Makkah, the city the 
Muslims had migrated from where the Holy Ka’ba (Sacred House) is located. 

A strong sense of brotherhood between the migrants from Makkah (known as 
the Muhajiroon) and the residents of Madinah (known as the Ansar) was established 
by the Prophet (peace be upon him). He also set up treaties with different communities 
including the Jews and the tribes already living in Madinah. 

During his 10 years in Madinah the Prophet (peace be upon him) continued to spread 
the message of Islam and thousands of people embraced the faith throughout Arabia. 

Naturally his enemies in Makkah and elsewhere didn’t sit idly by. The Muslims faced 
many important battles over the coming years such as the Battle of Badr, the Battle of 
Uhud, the Battle of the Trenches where the city of Madinah was under siege, and other 
battles which will not be covered in this beginner’s guide. 

One of the most significant events during this time in the Prophet’s life was the 
Conquest of Makkah. After living in Madinah for 8 years, the Muslims who migrated 
from their home were finally able to return. Even though the citizens of Makkah were the 
same people who oppressed the Prophet for many years, Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) entered into the city with no intention of harming anyone. 

Many of the people of Makkah who wronged the Muslims in the past were expecting a 
slaughter against them. It was only natural for the oppressed to exact revenge against 
the oppressor. 

But Muhammad (peace be upon him) was a human being with the best character. When 
he entered into the city he made his way to the Ka’ba to remove all of the idols which 
represented their false gods. Upon doing so he addressed the residents of Makkah and 
said: 


41 | P a g e 



SAQIB IMRAN 


WHATSAPP NO 


+92-341-7549889 


“O Quraish, what do you think that I am about to do with you?” 

They replied, “All good (i.e. kindness and pity). You are a noble brother and the son of a 
noble brother.” 

Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) forgave them all saying: 

“I say to you as Yusuf (Joseph) said to his brothers, ‘No blame will there be upon you 
today.’ Go, you are the free ones.” 

With Makkah under control, Islam was able to grow even more until most of Arabia had 
accepted the faith. This good news also meant that it was time for the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) to perform a deed he was not able to do before: perform the pilgrimage 
(hajj). 
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Farewell Pilgrimage and the Final Sermon 


The Prophet (peace be upon him) performed Hajj in the 10th year after hijrah (migration 
to Madinah), and called the people to perform Hajj with him as well. 



At the end of the pilgrimage he gathered the attention of the people on the plains of 
Arafah, an area of land located east of Makkah. 

He used this opportunity to deliver his final sermon to the people: 


“O People, lend me an attentive ear, for I know not 
whether after this year, I shall ever be amongst you again. 
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Therefore, listen to what I am saying to you very carefully 
and take these words to those who could not be present 
here today. 

O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city 
as sacred, so regard the life and property of every Muslim 
as a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to 
their rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may hurt 
you. Remember that you will indeed meet your Lord, and 
that He will indeed reckon your deeds. 

Allah has forbidden you to take usury (interest), therefore 
all interest obligation shall henceforth be waived. Your 
capital, however, is yours to keep. You will neither inflict 
nor suffer any inequity. Allah has Judged that there shall 
be no interest and that all the interest due to Abbas ibn 
‘Abd’al Muttalib (the Prophet’s uncle) shall henceforth be 
waived. 

Beware of Satan, for the safety of your religion. He has 
lost all hope that he will ever be able to lead you astray in 
big things, so beware of following him in small things. 

O People, it is true that you have certain rights with regard 
to your women, but they also have rights over you. 
Remember that you have taken them as your wives only 
under Allah’s trust and with His permission. If they abide 
by your right, then to them belongs the right to be fed and 
clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well and be kind 
to them for they are your partners and committed helpers. 
And it is your right that they do not make friends with any 
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one of whom you do not approve, as well as never to be 
unchaste. 

O People, listen to me in earnest, worship Allah, perform 
your five daily prayers, fast during the month of Ramadan, 
and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform Hajj if you can 
afford to. 

All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no 
superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any 
superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority 
over black nor a black has any superiority over white 
except by piety and good action. 

Know that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and 
that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall 
be legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to a fellow Muslim 
unless it was given freely and willingly. Do not, therefore, 
do injustice to yourselves. 

Remember, one day you will appear before Allah and 
answer your deeds. So beware, do not stray from the path 
of righteousness after I am gone. O People, no Prophet or 
Messenger will come after me and no new faith will be 
born. Reason well, therefore, O People, and understand 
the words which I convey to you. I leave behind me two 
things, the Quran and my example, the Sunnah and if you 
follow these you will never go astray. 

All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to 
others and those to others again; and may the last ones 
understand my words better than those who listen to me 
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directly. Be my witness, O Allah, that I have conveyed 
your message to your people”. 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 

During that moment Allah revealed the following verse in the Quran: 

This day I have perfected your religion for you, and 
completed My favour upon you, and have chosen Islam as 
religion for you. 


Qur'an - Chapter 5, Verse 3 

The revelation came to an end and Islam was now a complete way of life for all 
mankind. The life mission of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was fulfilled. 

He passed away at the age of 63 in the 11th year of the Islamic calendar 

His Companions and future generations of Muslims continued to spread the religion to 
the four corners of the globe. It is because of the Prophet’s legacy and the dedication of 
previous generations of Muslims that Islam is still preserved and practiced today. 
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Chapter 5 


The Afterlife 




48 | Page 












































SAQIB IMRAN 


WHATSAPP NO 


+92-341-7549889 


The Afterlife 

The major religions generally have striking similarities of the journey to the afterlife. 

The journey of a soul to its Creator is believed from an Islamic perspective to be broken 
down into four stages; the moment of death, the life in the grave, the day of Judgment, 
and the Eternal life. 
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Death 


The inevitability of death is seldom thought about by the average person, whereas our 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) informed us to remember and ponder about 
death often: 




i REMEMBER OFTEN 
THE DESTROYER OF 
PLEASURES (IE. DEATH) 

-PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PEACE BE UPON HIM) 


Death is an inevitable end for any human being. The Quran mentions this point in many 
verses. 


“O you who believe! Do not let your wealth or children divert you from the remembrance 
of Allah. Whoever does that is lost. Give from what We have provided for you before 
death comes to one of you and he says, ‘O Lord, if only you would give me a little more 
time so that I can give charity and be one of the righteous.’ Allah will not give anyone 
more time, once their time has come. Allah is aware of everything you do.” 

(Qur’an 63:9-11) 

And in another verse the Quran reminds us that death will surely come and to prepare 
for it: 


Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of 
Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full. And 
whoever is removed away from the fire and admitted to 
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Paradise, he indeed is successful. The life of this world is 
only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing). 

Qur'an Chapter 3, Verse 185 


The Life of the Grave 


To get an understanding of what this period of the journey to the Afterlife is like, we will 
share a story from one of the Companions of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him), his friend Uthman. 

One day a story was narrated by Uthman’s freed slave Hani. 

Hani narrates that when Uthman would stand in front of a grave he would cry until his 
beard would become moist. 

It was once said to Uthman; “You mention Heaven and Hell and you don’t cry yet you 
cry from this (i.e. the grave)?” 

Uthman replied; “Allah’s Messenger said: ‘Verily the grave is the first hurdle from the 
hurdles of the Hereafter (the next life). If one succeeds in it, then what is to come after it 
will be easier for him. However, if does not succeed in it, then what is to come after it 
will be harder for him.’” 


Muslims believe that when a person is buried in their grave, two angels will pay them a 
visit and ask 3 important questions: 

“Who is your Lord? 

What is your religion? 

Who is this man who was sent among you? “ 
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The good soul will able to answer each question respectively; “Allah, Islam, and 
Muhammad.” Whereas the evil soul, although they may have known these answers in 
this life, will not be able to respond to these questions and will instead say: “Oh, oh, I do 
not know”. 

It is after the questioning of the angels that a life of either blessings or torment will begin 
for the soul. The good soul will have a life of goodness for eternity in Heaven. As for the 
evil soul, it will have an eternal life in Hell. What determines whether a person will end 
up in Hell or Heaven is based on two things: their beliefs and their deeds. Muslims 
believe that if a person believes in Islam and performs more good deeds than sins, then 
they will have a good ending in the afterlife. 

Day of Judgment 


The Day of Judgement is called by many names in Islam such as the Day of 
Recompense, the Day of Rising, and the Hour. 

The Hour is one of the many pieces of knowledge which no one besides Allah 
possesses. Only Allah (Exalted and High) knows when it will arise. 
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People ask you (O Muhammad) concerning the Hour. Say, 
‘Knowledge of it is only with Allah. What do you know? 

Perhaps the Hour is near.’ 

Qur'an - Chapter 33, Verse 63 

We will discuss the many scenes that will happen on the day of reckoning through the 
Book of Allah (Exalted and High) and the sayings of our Noble Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him). 



Allah will order one of His Angels, Israfeel, to blow a special horn and at that moment 
everything in existence will come to an end. Allah painted vivid pictures in the Noble 
Quran of this day in a number of verses. 
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And the Horn will be blown, and whoever is in the heavens 
and whoever is on the earth will fall dead except whom 
Allah wills. Then it will blown a second time and behold, 
they will be standing, looking on (waiting). 

Qur'an Chapter 39, Verse 68 

When the Hour comes every human being will only think about themselves. For 
example, mothers will forget about their children, brothers and sisters will forget about 
their siblings, and friends will forget about their closest companions. Every human will 
only worry about their own salvation because of the terrors of the Day of Judgement. 

All of mankind from the first generation to the last generation will all be gathered on a 
great plain. The sun will be brought much closer and everyone will be sweating except 
those whom Allah grants His Shade. This great day will feel like fifty thousand years 
according to the words of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The hearts of man 
will be in terror, not knowing what the outcome will be. And soon thereafter the 
judgement will begin. Everyone’s deeds will be accounted for and judged by Allah. 

On the Day when every person will be confronted with all 
the good he has done, and all the evil he has done, he will 
wish that there were a great distance between him and his 
evil. And Allah warns you against Himself (His 
Punishment) and Allah is Kind to (His) servants. 

Qur'an - Chapter 3, Verse 30 

After the judgment is complete there will be a party of people admitted into Paradise 
and a party of people admitted into Hell. And then the eternal life begins. 
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The Eternal Life 


After being judged by the Most Just, Allah (Exalted and High), everyone will be admitted 
into their eternal home. Allah will admit the dwellers of the Hell into the Hell (May Allah 
protect us from that) and admits the dwellers of Paradise into Paradise (May Allah make 
us among them). 

The dwellers of Hell will have the worst imaginable punishment. Allah says: 

So taste (of that which you have earned), and never will 
We increase you except in torment. 

Qur'an - Chapter 78, Verse 30 

The dwellers of Paradise will be given every type of pleasure. Rivers of water, milk, 
wine and honey will flow under perfect gardens and golden mansions. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
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“Allah said: ‘I have 
prepared for My righteous 
servants what no eye has 
seen and no ear has heard, 
nor has it occurred to the 
human heart.’” 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PBUH) 



% 


Imagine having beaches in palaces made of gold and silver. 

Imagine having palm trees coming out in the middle of golden tables which every type 
of fruit comes from. 

Imagine beautiful mountains surrounding your palace and having conversations with 
believers from all generations of mankind. Imagine being with your loved ones, sharing 
stories with one another and tasting the best wine with no intoxication. 

What the Prophet (peace be upon him) by the statement above is that Paradise will be 
full of things we can imagine. He also goes on to say that whatever we could possibly 
imagine, the reward that Allah has prepared is even greater than that. 


We can imagine all we want and yet what lies in Paradise has never been thought of by 
any human heart or mind. 


May ALLAH Bless Us All & Remember me in your Prayer. 


Regard: Saqib Imran (Master in ISLAMIYAT) 
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